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OFF COURSE

L i b e r i a -f l a g s h i p
c a u g h t i n p i c k l e

Cla s s s o cie t y p u l le d ‘D a Ji ’
China Classification Society (CCS) says it
did not class the 27,000-dwt bulker Da Ji
(built 1977), which sank off Taiwan earlier
this month claiming 13 lives.

The vessel, previously named Sino Pio-
neer, had been under its class until Octo-
ber 2006. But class was withdrawn be-
cause its statutory class survey was
already six months overdue.

Ship-inspection database Equasis still
lists the ship as under CCS class.

The loss of the Da Ji has been one of a
number of handysize-bulker losses inAsia
in recent months that together have
claimed 50 lives.

Adam Corbett London

Charterers and shi pmanagers of
al l descri pti ons shoul d be care-
ful , as they are l i kel y to fi nd
themselves more l iable for prose-
cution in pol lution cases fol low-
ing the E r ik a judgement, accord-
i ng to a L ondon-based l aw yer at
Clyde & Co.

T he F rench rul ing for the infa-
mous 1999 pol lution incident off
the B ri ttany coast cast the puni -
ti ve net a l i ttl e w i der to haul i n
Ital ian classi fication society R ina
and the cargo ow ner and shi p’s
spot charterer, Total .

C l yde & Co partner and shi p-
ping lawyer B en K nowles says he
bel ieves the trend is set to contin-
ue to i ncl ude compani es i n the
same group as the ow ner, ti me
charterer and even bareboat char-

terers of a vessel . T his could even
be ex tended to techni cal and
commerci al shi pmanagers and
cargo owners.

H e said: “ T he potential l iabi l i ty
of those i nvol ved i n the carri age
of goods by sea i s a devel opi ng
area. T here is a worrying tenden-
cy to ex tend the categori es of
those i nvol ved i n the carri age of
potenti al l y pol l uti ng products
[and they] need to consider thei r
l egal posi ti on and the qual i ty of
thei r operati ons parti cul arl y i n
rel ati on to mai ntenance and vet-
ting.”

K nowles also warns the deeper
an ow ners’ pockets, the more
l i kel y fi nes can be met and the
more l ikely the prospect of prose-
cution.

A nother w orry i ng devel op-
ment i s the tendency of l ocal ju-

risdictions to bring their own na-
ti onal l aw s i nto pl ay rather than
i nternati onal conventi ons. T he
F rench court based i ts prosecu-
tion on the 1983 F rench anti-pol-
lution law rather than M arpol .

Total has said it wi l l appeal the
F rench court verdict that it fai led
to implement its own vetting pol-
icy.

K nowles said: “ Total has asked,
perhaps w i th some justi fi cati on,
how i t coul d be found gui l ty for
shortcomings in a procedure that
i t had i ntroduced vol untari l y i n
order to i mprove i ts shi ppi ng
safety standards.”

Total has agreed to pay E U R
192m ($284m) in fines, for which
i t i s joi ntl y l i abl e w i th R i na, the
ship’s owner, Giuseppe S avarese,
and techni cal manager A ntoni o
Pol lara.

Lawyer issues warning following French ruling

Adam Corbett London

T he world’s leading salvage com-
panies say they want to bring the
L l oyd’s Open F orm (L OF ) stan-
dard sal vage contract i nto the
21st century, as they celebrate its
centenary.

T he I nternati onal S al vage
U nion (IS U ) is pushing for an up-
date of the tradi ti onal “ no cure,
no pay” contract sometime in the
next two years.

I t has been revi sed routi nel y
every 10 years with the latest ad-
dition, the S pecial Compensation
Protecti on-and-I ndemni ty Cl ub
(S copic) clause, in 2000. N ow the
IS U says 2010 is the right time to
add the envi ronmental cl ause
they have been pushing for.

IS U members have long argued
that the ex i sti ng L OF contract,
fi rst establ ished in 1908, rewards
them for savi ng the shi p and i ts
cargo but not enough for the work
they do in protecting the environ-
ment. T hey also feel that L ondon
L loyd’s arbitrators are reluctant to
recognise their efforts in prevent-
i ng pol l uti on. A nd yet pol l uti on
claims are becoming more costly
and there is an increased empha-
sis on protecting the environment
in society.

S peaking in L ondon, IS U presi-
dent and Donjon M ari ne head
A rnol d W i tte sai d that w i th
fal l i ng acci dent rates, the gl obal
salvage industry is currently only
w orth $100m a year and thi s i s
di scouragi ng i nvestment i n sal -
vage equipment. Pol lution claims
are, however, on the rise.

H e sai d: “ A ny l ong-term sol u-
ti on must recogni se the envi ron-
mental benefi t of sal vage servi c-
es. Pol l uti on preventi on i s more
i mportant than ever. T hi s hol ds
the key to the conti nui ty of sal -
vage and pol l uti on-preventi on
services in the future years.”

H e w ants the system brought
up to date. “ U nder such a system,
the sal vor w oul d conti nue to re-
ceive a salvage award for success
i n recoveri ng property but he
woul d al so recei ve a di sti nct en-
vi ronmental -sal vage aw ard for
his success in preventing or min-
imising pol lution damage.”

T he IS U has also introduced its
ow n L OF w ebsi te (l of-at-
i su.com), w hi ch ful l y ex pl ai ns
the L OF system to owners and in-
forms them of w hen and how to
use it. I t also offers advice on how
to respond to casual ti es both for
ship masters and shore staff.

Salvagegroup
aims toupdate
LOFcontract

Adam Corbett London

L iberia has suspended the safety
certi fi cati on of a 25-year-ol d
bulker detained at the U K port of
Immingham when crew told a lo-
cal seafarer’s chari ty they feared
for their safety.

T he ship is also at the centre of
a controversy w i th uni ons over
an unusual document that the
owner asked the crew to sign stat-
i ng they are “ happy” w i th thei r
employers.

L i beri a I nternati onal S hi p &
Corporate R egi stry chi ef ex ecu-
ti ve offi cer S cott B ergeron tel l s
TradeW i nds that the 39,700-dw t
P a dr e was detained “ immediate-
ly” by a L iberian inspector and its
International S afety M anagement
(IS M ) certi fication has been with-
drawn.

T he I nternati onal Transport
W orkers’ F ederati on (I T F ) says
probl ems w i th the vessel had
ori gi nal l y been rai sed by crew
who told the local A postleship of
the S ea that the Padre, sl ated to
take a cargo of scrap out of I m-
mingham, had been in a storm in
the B ay of B i scay and taken on
water in the cargo holds.

T he seafarer’s chari ty then re-
quested the local IT F representa-
tive to arrange a flag-state inspec-
tion.

B ergeron says that although he
does not have the ful l detai ls, the
survey had detected “ some issues
w i th the cargo-contai nment sys-
tem and evi dence of seaw ater i n
the holds” .

“ It is our job to protect the crew
if they did not feel safe. T he ship

wil l not sai l unti l i t is seaworthy,”
he said.

T he shi p, w hi ch i s cl assed by
China Classi fication S ociety, was
al so i nspected by U K port-state-
control (PS C) i nspectors and de-
tai ned on W ednesday. T he U K ’s
M ari ti me Coastguard A gency
(M CA ) would not reveal more in-
formati on about the shi p other
than it had been detained for IS M
code deficiencies. T he ship has a
further recent detenti on agai nst
i ts name. It was held last Decem-
ber i n L a S pezi a, I tal y, for fi ve
days w i th 13 defi ci enci es for
breaches of the IS M code.

T he shi p’s manager, A thens-
based Initium S hip M anagement,
w oul d not comment on the de-
tention.

T he I T F i s al so questi oni ng a
move by the ow ner to get each
member of the 24-strong F i l ipino
crew to sign a document while at
sea on 18 January stati ng they
w ere happy w i th thei r empl oy-
ers, w hi ch suggests al l w as not
well on board.

B y si gni ng the document the
crew agreed they w ere “ happy
and sati sfi ed w i th our master,
ow ners and manni ng agents. We
are happy and sati sfi ed w i th the

l iving and working conditions on
board. We declare also that we no
not need any assi stance by I T F
representatives” .

T he IT F has copies of the docu-
ment. L ocal representati ve B i l l
A nderson sai d: “ T hi s paper i s a
joke. S o they’re happy with their
quarters, are they? W hy di d the
M CA take one l ook at them and
detai n the shi p i mmedi atel y?
T hi s crew i s l i vi ng i n fear of tak-
ing this ship to sea. T his futi le at-
tempt by the ow ners to force
them to say otherw i se i s a nasty
w ay of cutti ng them off from ai d
and keeping them quiet.”

A vessel held at a
U K port is also in
a stew over al leged
crew intimidation.

FRENCH RULING: The stern section of
the “ Erika” as it floundered in heavy
seas off the coast of Brest, France, in
December 1999 Photo: Scanpix

IMMINGHAM: Authorities have suspended the safety certification of the “ Padre” Photo: ITF
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B r id g e f a i l in g s le d t o
co l l i s io n
The bridge team on a products tanker and
vessel-traffic services (VTS) have been
criticised in a report into an accident in-
volving a general cargoship off the UK.

The UK’s Marine Accident Investigation
Branch (Maib) says the 3,800-dwt James
Fisher products tanker Audacity (built
1997) was involved in the collision with
the 16,500-dwt Panamanian general car-
goship Leonis (built 1979) in very poor
visibility in the precautionary area at the
entrance to the Humber River last April.

Both vessels sustained damage to their
bows but there were no injuries or pollu-
tion.

The tanker had been outward bound
from Immingham Oil Terminal and was ap-
proaching the precautionary area in order
to disembark a pilot. The Leonis had en-

tered the area from seaward and the pilot
has just come on board.

The Maib investigation found that the
operation of the bridge team on the Au-
dacity was inadequate and the extent of
the VTS area andVTS powers was not
clearly understood by the VTS operators.
The pilots and bridge teams on both ves-
sels did not make a full assessment of the
risk of collision, it adds.

N a v y t o t h e r e s cu e
Twelve seafarers had to be rescued from
their vessel by a German naval ship after it
got caught in a storm and lost containers
off the coast of Lebanon.

The naval vessel Bayern answered a
distress signal from the 3,689-dwt general
cargoship Gevo Victory (built 1976) early
onTuesday with crew members saying it
was taking on water.

The Lebanon-flag ship encountered 10-
knot winds and five-metre-high waves at

about 4am onTuesday as it carried a cargo
of containers fromAlexandria to Beirut.
After it lost some of its cargo overboard,
the captain decided to issue a distress sig-
nal in order to abandon the vessel.

The ship is now under tow to the
Lebanese capital.

M a e r s k m o n s t e r r u n s
in t o t r o u b le
Tugs have aided a Maersk Line-owned
post-panamax boxship to a Spanish port
after it reportedly suffered problems in
the Mediterranean.

The 13,500-teu Elly Maersk (built
2007) was 16 kilometres (10 miles) off the
southern port of Algeciras when it called
for assistance.

Local media did not specify what led
the master to seek help.

The vessel is the newest in a series of
eight giant containerships built at Den-
mark’s Odense Steel Shipyard.

Adam Corbett and Irene Ang
London andSingapore

R egul ators are bei ng forced to
take a Japanese i dea that corro-
si on-resi stant steel can provi de
an acceptable alternative to coat-
i ngs i n oi l -tanker cargo tanks
more seri ousl y fol l ow i ng suc-
cessful trials.

M i tsui OS K L i nes (M OL ) an-
nounced this week that it is ready
to use a corrosi on-resi stant steel
that it has jointly developed with
JF E S teel Corp after a fi ve-year
development project.

T he shi ppi ng company pl ans
to appl y the steel i n the top and
bottom of cargo tanks of a V L CC
now under constructi on at I H I
M arine U nited.

M OL esti mates the cost of the
steel comes to about 1% of the to-
tal constructi on cost and, gi ven
bi g savi ngs on mai ntenance and
coati ngs appl i cati on that are no
longer required, and is price com-
petitive.

I t claims the product wi l l slow
dow n pi tti ng to one-fi fth of the

level normally experienced, com-
bats even general corrosi on on
the upper pl ate of cargo tanks,
shows good weldabi l i ty and wi l l
reduce dry-dock maintenance.

T he M OL findings come hot on
the heel s of a si mi l ar project de-
vel oped by N Y K and N i ppon
S teel that N Y K is now applying to
al l i ts crude-tanker new bui l d-
ings.

W hi l e coati ngs on the cargo
tanks are not mandatory, a joi nt
industry and International A sso-
ciation of Classi fication S ocieties
(IA CS ) working group has tabled
a proposal for a coatings perform-
ance standard in oi l -tanker cargo
tanks. T he standard would apply
to the top and bottom of cargo
tanks, w hi ch are the areas most
vulnerable to corrosion.

M OL techni cal -devel opment
manager Takao K ashi w agi reck-
ons the new steel pl ate fi ts the
bi l l . H e said: “ F or tankers adopt-
i ng thi s new corrosi on-resi stant
material , which does not require
pai nti ng, i t offers economi c and
safety benefi ts and hel ps to re-

duce CO 2 [carbon dioxide] emis-
sions.”

T he matter i s now goi ng for-
w ard at the I nternati onal M ar-
itime Organisation (IM O) and the
Japanese del egati on i s pushi ng
the anti-corrosion steel idea as an
alternative to a coatings standard.
A n i nsi der tol d TradeW i nds:
“ T here is sti l l a lot of veri fication
to be done with the Japanese steel
i dea and i t w i l l have to show
equivalent performance to a coat-
ings standard to be accepted. A nd
there are some questions that wil l
be asked such as how w el l i t
welds with conventional steel .”

Japan is currently trying to win
the support of S outh K orea at the
IM O to back its plan to make cor-
rosi on-resi stant steel an al terna-
tive to coatings standards.

T he Japanese steel does not,
however, show the same anti-cor-
rosi on performance i n bal l ast
tanks and w i l l not be used to re-
pl ace the ex i sti ng performance
standards for protective coatings
(PS PC) for that area i ntroduced
last year.

Japanesetalk upcorrosion-resistant steel

Adam Corbett London

B P S hi ppi ng i s hopi ng to i m-
prove its environmental perform-
ance by aski ng w eather forecast-
ers to hel p i t i mprove safety and
reduce i ts fuel consumpti on and
emissions.

T he shi ppi ng arm of oi l major
B P has taken on meteorol ogi cal
company W eathernew s to offer
safe and opti mum w eather-rout-
i ng servi ces to i ts fl eet of 77
ow ned shi ps. T he tal l y i s set to
ex pand to more than 100 shi ps
w hen i ts new bui l di ng pro-
gramme is completed.

B ased on a tri al run, both par-
ti es are cl ai mi ng the move w i l l
hel p B P to reduce i ts total fl eet
emissions by 4% .

T he w eather advi ce w i l l be
based on providing the safest and
most energy-efficient route.

B P is not the first to use Weath-
ernew s to hel p i mprove safety.

Japanese shi pow ner M i tsui OS K
L i nes (M OL ) recentl y devel oped
a global ports weather-forecasting
faci l i ty with Weathernews after it
suffered a seri es of ex pensi ve
l osses and casual ti es partl y be-
cause of sl ow reacti ons to the
weather.

B P has been publ i ci si ng i ts
proacti ve envi ronmental pro-
gramme for shi ppi ng of the oi l
majors but the ex pansi on of i ts

ow ned fl eet means i ts carbon
footprint is getting bigger.

B etw een 2005 and 2006, the
company’s carbon-di oxide (CO2)
output increased from 3.3 mil l ion
metric tonnes (mt) to 3.8 mi l l ion
mt but in terms of mt of cargo per
mi l e transported, i t actual l y fel l
marginal ly.

T he company has commi tted
itself to a 10% reduction in green-
house gases over five years.

BP Shipping
commissions
Weathernews

WEATHERNEWS: Advising BP Shipping on best routes Website: Weathernews


